~Jm, BRAHMI ALPHABET OF NORTH WESTERN INDIA 

6th-8th Centuries 

In the following representative records of the 6th-8th centuries found in the north-western 
India, we find further development of the (jifirmsl of 4th-5th centuries leading to those of the Sharada 
in the 9th century. hi £ 

1. The Kura (Salt Range) inscription of Toramana*. 

2. The Nirmand (dist. Kulu) copper plate inscription of Mahasamanta Maharaja 
Samudrasena^. 

.3 A c 

3. Th e Gilg itmanuscript^. - • 

4. Brahmor and Chittrahi (dist. Chamba) inscriptions ofiMeruvarmfcir^ H €-V'U. » W"\Q. 

5. The Gum (dist. Chamba) stone inscription of samanta Asadhadeva'*. 

* I 

6. The Hatun (dist. Gilqit) inscription of Patoladeva^. 

The development and the peculiarities of forms displayed by these records are discussed 
in detail below, (see Table I-Q 

Vowels 

1. a shows a curve open to the left in the lower portion of the left limb similar to one 

found in the Tusam inscription and Bower manuscript above. In the Gil qit manuscript s_Q 

(col. IE) the upper portion of the left limb is sometimes suppressed and the curve W 
attached direct to the top represented by a triangular wedge. In the Hatun inscription 
(col. VI) the upper portion of the left half consists of a cursive than the usual vertical 
downstroke. In the Kura inscription (col. I) the letter has an uncommon form. 

The curve marking the length of the vowel in a noticed above in the Mathura inscription 
of G.E. 61 and the Bower manuscript is regularly found in the Kura inscription (col. 

I), the Nirmand plate (col. II), the Gil<|it^manuscripts (col. HI) and the Brahmor..c? 

inscription (col. IV). In the Laksana Devi image inscription of Brahmor (col. IV) it is ™ 
marked by a down stroke attached to the top of the vertical on the right side as in the 
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3. 


4. 


5. 


Nagari. In the Shakti image ^inscription (col. IV) the curve signifying the 

length of the vowel slopes downwards instead of moving to the left. The vowel shows 
a peculiar form in the Kura inscription (col. I). 

The initial i occurs in the Nirmand plate (col. n) both in the ancient triangular form 
and the later form of the Bower manuscript with the lower third dot furnished with a 
tail- In the Gilq it manuscrip^(col. HI) the latter form alone is used. ^ 

The initial i occurring in the Shakti image inscription (col. IV) differs from the earlier 
form of the Bower manuscript by a cursive stroke with a curve at the lower end and 
moving upwards on the right. 

In the initial u and u the development is marked by the prolongation of the base curve 








Q 
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Consonants 


which sometimes reaches upto the level of the top of the letter e.g. Gilqit manuscript_ 

(col. Ill) Nirmand plate (col. II). ^ c| 

The initial o which amongst our records occurs only in the Gil<jit manuscripts (col. 

DI) shows a slight development from that of the Bower manuscript noted above. The 
development consists in the prolongation of the base curve and the use of a wedge at 
the left top end. 

k invariably shows except in the Kura inscription a loop on the left and a downward 
prolongation of the earlier bent bar on the right, e.g. in Nirmand plate (col. II), Gil(|it_ Q 
manuscripts (col. IH), Gum inscription of Ashadhadeva (col. V). w 

kh displays significant development in the Gikfitmanuscripts (col. HI). It shows a flat (f 

top, a vertical (occasionally provided with a foot mark) on the left and the ancient 
loop flattened on the right side, to the right. 

g is generally flat at the top. In the Hatum inscription (col. VI) it shows an upward 
stroke and in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. Ill) a triangular wedge or a small stroke at 
the foot of the left vertical. In the Kura inscription (col. I) the letter has a cursive top 
and the left downstroke shows a curve at the lower end. 

gh retains its archaic form. 

n which occurs only in ligatures shows a small upward stroke at the right top end in 

the Gilq it manuscripts (col. Ill) and a small down stroke in the ^vai^ inscription (,cm\ 

(col. V). ^- 

c occurs throughout in beaked form. 

j in the Kura inscription (col. I) retain the ancient form. In other records it is cursive in 
form and has a slanting base apd middle bar in Gil^it manuscripts, Brahmor inscriptions Cl 


and the Gum inscription. In flatter records the top is missing and is replaced by a 

wed « e - W*' ^.- 

8. n which occurs only in combination with c or j retains its earlier form in the Kura 
inscription. The curve at the back is converted into another curve joined to the base 
and the letter is written in one continuous stroke, facing right or left or laid upside 
down (col. n, IE). 

9. The cerebrals t, th, d, dh, n retain their earlier forms and do not present anything 
remarkable. 

10. J shows an important development in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. HI) and the Hatum 
inscription (col. VI). The left limb has been suppressed and the right one converted 
into a curve. The same form is met with later in the Sharada. 

11. $h, is flattened at the top and on the right in the Nirmand plate (col. II) and the Gilqit 
manuscripts (col. HI). 
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13. 

14. 


15. 

16. 




d is mostly angular in form. 

dh with a vertical on the right does not present anything noticeable. q 

n occurs in a developed form in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. El) and the Hatun 
inscription (col. VI). Its right stout limb has been converted into a vertical and the 
letter thus closely agrees with that of the Nagari and Sharada. It has a unique form 
resembling Nagari m in the Brahmor inscriptions. 

p shows slight downward prolongation of the right hand vertical in the Gilqit 
manuscripts (col. HI) and the Hatun inscription (col VI). 

No noticeable change is seen in ph and b except that in the Gil<|itmanuscripts (col. 
m)it is hardly distinguishable from the letter v. 



17. In bh the right hand curve noticed above in the Bower manuscript is more pronounced 
in the fejgrmaft d plate-(co h r I ^ Gilqit manuscripts (col. HI) tmri tfrg H? ti 1 n^in^pr.;,priori 
fe afe& ft L In the Brahmor inscription (col IV) it is represented by a cursive downstroke 
. with a curve at the end. The left limb is represented by a wedge in the Gil^itmanusciipts 
(col. HI), by a triangle in the Brahmor inscriptions (col. IV) and 

by a small downstroke with a serf or fork or a curve at the lower end in Nirmand (col. 
II), Kura (col. I) and the Hatun inscription (col. VI). 


18. m shows generally a straight left limb and a slightly slanting base stroke in the Nirmand 
plate (col. II), Gilqit manuscripts (col. HI), and Hatun inscription (col. VI). In the 
Kura inscription (col. I) the letter retains its earlier form with a curved left limb. The 
letter shows occasionally a small button in the Nirmand plate (col. II) and a small 
Qyr C & 4aa«gl©4n the Brahmor inscription (col. V). 


19. V shows earlier tripartite form with curved or looped left limb in the Kura inscription 
(col. I) and the Nirmand plate (col. II). It occurs in the later bipartite form in our other 
records. The transitional form leading to the bipartite one is noticed in the Gilqit 
manuscripts (col. HI). ^ ^ 


20. r shows a small upward stroke at the lower end in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. HI) and 
a loop in the middle in the Brahmor inscriptions (col. IV). In other records it retains 
its archaic form. 


21. In / the horizontal stroke has been converted into another curve in the Brahmor 
inscriptions (col. IV) and the letter with two curves resembles the later forms of the 
lett er in N agari and Sharada. The downward prolongation of the right vertical is seen 
in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. Ill) Brahmor inscriptions (col. IV) and the Gum 

l! inscription (col. V). Pj 

22. v shows a flat top and a vertical on the right in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. HI) and the 
Hatun inscription (col. VI). Its left limb is cursive in the Gilqit manuscripts and angular 
in the Hatun inscription. 

23. The squarish form of sh occurring in the Bower manuscript (Table IB col.III) noted 





above is also found sometimes in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. HI) with the difference 
that in the latter we find a wedge in place of the loop at the lower end of the left 
vertical. Among the Brahmor inscriptions the squarish form is found only in the Shakti 
image inscription (col. IV). 


a 


24. s does not present anything remarkable except that it occurs in a unique form in the 

Gum inscription (col. V). ^ 

25. s shows marked development in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. Ill), the Brahmor 
inscriptions (col. HI) and the Hatun inscription (col. VI). It differs from the earlier 
form by the conversion of the hook on the left into an open triangle in the ^Gilqit 
manuscEips^^l==IB)=and Hatun inscription (col. VI) and into a wedge aJfolrTthe 
Gilqit manuscripts (col. III). The letter also shows the downwards elongation of the 
righjvertical in these records. The letter shows a peculiar angular form in the Kura 
inscription (col. I) and a big loop in the left in the Gum inscription (col. V). 

26. The jihvamuliya has a rounded form in the Nirmand plate (col. II) and a triangular 
one in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. IE). 


27. The upadhmaniya occurs in the earlier circular form in the Nirmand plate (col. II) but 
shows significant change in the Gilqit manuscripts (col. Ill) and the Gum i nscription 
(col. V). Its form resembles n without base stroke with a horizontal line below. The 
same form is met with later in the Sharada. 


Medial Vowels 

The system of marking the medial vowels continue to be the same as in the previous 
period. However, there is more and more attempt at ornamentation as is seen significantly in the 
Brahmor and Chattrari inscriptions (col. IV) which show highly ornamental forms of medial e and 
ai with a loop in the middle. In the Gum inscription (col. V) the curves of medial i and i are drawn 
below the level of the bottom of the consonants. 


Ligatures 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 


V 


4. 


5. 


The Gum inscription (col. V) shows a unique form of ks where the upper portion of 
the right limb of subscribed s is missing. 

In the ligature ry in the Nirmand plate (col. I) the superscript r retains its full form. 

The subscript r has a highly ornamental form in the ligature shri in the Brahmor 
inscription ^col. V) and the Gum inscription of Ashadhadeva (col. V). 

In the ligature tm in theTniWiinscription (col. HI) and the Brahmor inscription (col 
IV) right limb of superscribed t gets merged with the left vertical of the subscribed m. 

In the Brahmor inscription No. 7 (col. IV) subscribed d in ligature nd consists of a 
mere loop. 

The noteworthy ligatures are shown in the table. 
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A link between the last phase of the Brahmi alphabet of North Western India and the 






Sharada alphabet is furnished by the Svaim (Chamba) inscription of Rajanaka Bhogata which on 
palaeographic grounds may be assigned to the last quarter of the 8th century A.D. The characters of 
this inscription are closely related to those of the Sharada alphabet as is shown by the forms of n, y, 
sh and s which occur with very slight modifications in the Sharada of the following period. We may 
discussthe forms of these letters in detail below (see table IC col. VII) 

1. The letter n occurs with a suppressed base stroke and is found in exactly the same 
form in the Sharada. Though this form of n has already been noted above in the Gil^it^, 
manuscripts yet our record provides the earliest illustration of its use in the inscriptions. 

2. y differs from its earlier bipartite form by the downward elongation of the right hand 
vertical and occurs in exactly the same form in the Sharada. 

3. The letter sh occurs regularly in a squarish form and shows a loop on the left though 
not so well defined as in the Sharada. 

4. s also exhibits a later stage of development and comes very close to Sharada s. Its 
right hand vertical is prolonged downwards and it regularly shows a wedge or a serif 
in the left limb. 

5. This brief epigraph however, shows an earlier form of t as found in the Brahmor and 
the Chittrahi inscriptions above. The characteristic form of Sharada, the earlier instances 
of which we noted above in the Gilt^it manuscripts and the Hatun inscription is not 
found in this record. 

Mention may be made here of the coin legends of the Lalitaditya Muktapida of Kashmir 
where also t occurs in earlier form with two strokes. 

We have studied above in broad outline the development of the Brahmi alphabet of north 
western India from 3rd century B.C. to the end of the 8th century A.D. The result of our study have 
been illustrated in the accompanying tables which illustrate the various stages of the development 
of this alphabet from its first appearance in the 3rd century B.C. upto the advent of the Sharada 
alphabet the detailed description of which we shall have in the next chapter. 
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